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John Lewis (February 21, 1940 – July 17, 2020) 

John Lewis was born to sharecroppers in Troy, Alabama. At a young age and 
inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., he made a commitment to become part 
of the Civil Rights Movement. He organized student activists and helped estab-
lish the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, serving as its chairman 
in 1963. At 23, Lewis was known as one of the “Big Six”—a group of civil rights 
leaders who organized the 1963 March on Washington, which is where Dr. 
King gave his “I Have A Dream” Speech. On March 7, 1965, Lewis led a march 
from Selma, AL to Montgomery, AL  in attempt to cross the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge. This incident, known as “Bloody Sunday,” led to the Voting Rights Act 
that was signed into law by President  Lyndon B. Johnson. Lewis was first 
elected to Congress in 1986 and served 17 terms in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. Due to the length of his service, he became the dean of the Geor-
gia congressional delegation. John Lewis received many honorary degrees 
and awards, including the Profile in Courage Award by the John F. Kennedy 
Library Foundation in 2001 and the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2011 by 
President Barack Obama. 

Joy-Ann M. Lomena Reid (December 8, 1968- present) 

Professionally known as Joy Reid, Joy-Ann  M. Lomena Reid 
was born in Brooklyn, New York to parents who were immi-
grants from the Democratic Republic of Congo and Guyana. 
Joy Reid is an American cable television host, MSNBC national 
correspondent, and a political commentator. As described by 
The Hollywood Reporter in 2016, Reid is one of the political 
pundits “who have been at the forefront of the cable-news con-
versations this election season.”  She has authored 3 books 
and hosted AM Joy an MSNBC political weekend morning show 
from 2016 - 2019. In 2020, she became the first African Ameri-
can woman  to hold a primetime anchor position for a major ca-
ble news program, MSNBC’s The ReidOut. In addition to re-
porting and commentating, she also teaches classes exploring 
race, gender and the media at Syracuse University. Joy Reid 
received the Women’s Media Center’s Carol Jenkins Visible 
and Powerful Media Award in 2016. 

 Rafer Lewis Johnson (1934-2020) 

Born in Texas, Rafer Johnson spent initial years of his life among segrega-
tion, discrimination and poverty---to the point of calling a railroad boxcar 
“home.” Hopeful of a better life, his family moved to CA, where Johnson 
earned varsity letters in football, baseball, basketball, and track. Following 
high school, Johnson proved himself as a distinguished athlete as well as a 
humanitarian. He was a UCLA basketball star, a Pan American decathlon 
champion, and a decathlon silver and gold Olympic medalist. In addition to 
being an athlete, actor and co-author, Johnson was also co-founder of the 
Southern CA chapter of Special Olympics, serving as Board president from 
1983-1992. As a member of the Peace Corps during J.F.K.’s administra-
tion, he assisted in tackling Kennedy’s assassin and securing the murder 
weapon. He is an inductee of the World Sports Humanitarian Hall of Fame 
and the CA Hall of Fame and has received numerous awards and honors 
for his athleticism, sports development endeavors, and civic & community 
service efforts. On and off the field, Rafer Johnson was (and still is) a tre-
mendous influence and example for All. 

 

                                                                           Ruby Bridges Hall (1954-present) 

On November 14, 1960, a courageous 6-year-old girl and her mother 
walked into Willian Frantz Elementary School in NOLA escorted by four 
federal marshals. That child, Ruby Nell Bridges, was one of only 6 black 
children in NOLA who passed an exam determining if they could attend all
-white schools and was the first African American child to desegregate 
schools in NOLA. Now a philanthropist, author, and civil rights activist, 
her courageousness and life as a child are commemorated in song, a 
movie, museum exhibit, as well as a famous  Norman Rockwell painting, 
The Problem We All Live With. Two schools have been named after Bridg-
es, and she has also been honored the Carter G. Woodson Book Award, 
the Presidential Citizens Medal, and an Honorary Degree from Tulane. 
Still a NOLA resident, Ruby Bridges Hall continues to promote “tolerance, 
respect, and appreciation of differences” through her foundation, the Ru-
by Bridges Foundation. Her lifelong mission has been to help end the fight 
of racism and to give kids an equal opportunity to succeed. As stated by 
Bridges, “Racism is a grown-up disease. Let’s stop using our children to 
spread it.” 
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